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President’s Message  

 

 

 

 

 

Hi folks 

We certainly are living in unsettled times.  As I 

write this, the Province has moved into a more 

relaxed state with respect to the ongoing 

pandemic but there are still restrictions in place 

that affect our ability to safely conduct a 

Chapter meeting.  Given these restrictions, we 

will not start our fall season in September but 

we will continue working to find a way to host a 

Chapter meeting as soon as we can. 

The Chapter continues to need your support 

and we very much appreciate the contributions 

by Barry Armstrong, Don Ginsler, and Roy 

Budd that are included in this issue of the Tick 

Talk.  As you can see, their experiences are 

quite varied, and our chapter drives great 

benefit from the diversity of our 

members.  Please consider contributing to the 

Tick Talk.  Sharing our experiences and 

knowledge is what the Chapter is all 

about.  You can send your contributions to our 

editor  Doug Thomson at 

(thomsd905@gmail.com) or me at 

ben.orszulak@gmail.com  . 

While we are waiting to meet in person, if you 

have an idea of a presentation, we might make 

over the internet please let us know.  Other 

Chapters have had some success hosting 

“Zoom” meetings using the Zoom internet app 

that allows multiple people to interact. 

Due to the work-at-home restrictions in the 

United States, the National offices have been 

closed since March and all the meetings have 

been postponed or cancelled.  

However, I'm pleased to share a bit of good 

news from the National Office.  Past President 

Bob Pritzker has been appointed as Chair of 

the NAWCC Awards Committee. 

Bob is well known and appreciated at the 

National for his talent, leadership and 

dedication to NAWCC. 

Please join me in Congratulating him on this 

appointment 

Once again, I regret that we are unable to meet 

in person in September but will keep you 

informed when we can do so. 

I want you to know that I'm in contact with 

the hosting hotel and we are working on the 

possibility of hosting at least one meeting 

this year, providing Ontario Covid numbers will 

continue to drop and the Health authority gives 

the green light.  

Until then, stay horologically busy, safe and 

well. 

Ben 
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2020 Chapter 33 
Tentative 

Meeting dates
 

October 25th 

November 29th 
 
 

Meetings begin at 8:00am 
BEST WESTERN PREMIER HOTEL 

135 Carlingview Dr, Etobicoke, ON  
M9W 5E7 (416) 637-7000. 

Contact Us at:  Chapter33toronto@gmail.com 
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My Connection to Clint Eastwood 

By 

Barry Armstrong 

 

My story begins in 1980, when my wife and I 

finally had the opportunity to take our deferred 

wedding honeymoon, a 23-day self guided tour 

of Europe. Like most first timers, each day was 

a quick stop, see as much as you can, spend 

the night, then off to the next destination.  We 

arrived in Lucerne Switzerland, arranged 

lodging at a B&B and walk from the train 

station to our lodging. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we passed a jewelry store, I saw the watch 

of my dreams in the window. A Rolex non-date 

Submariner.  I told my wife about the watch 

and she suggested I go in and buy it (a late 

wedding gift).  But alas, is was 5:05 pm and the 

store closed at 5. 

 

 

The next day wouldn't work either because it 

was Sunday.  Come Monday morning we had 

an early train to catch so the watch wasn't to 

be. 

But my wife remembered the name Rolex.  A 

number of years passed, and my wife thought 

she would try to get my Rolex for my 40th 

birthday.  My brother worked at a local 

pawnshop/jewelery and she asked if vintage 

Rolex's ever came up for sale.  They did!  So, 

she presented me with a Rolex for my birthday.  

It was a really nice watch, but it was a Rolex 

Date and not a Submariner.   

I wore the watch daily with pride but the 

information of Rolex's becoming available at a 

shop that my brother worked at now gave me a 

reason to go and visit him weekly. 

  Again, a number of years passed before he 

finally gave me the news that two vintage 

Rolex Submariners were coming up for sale.  

One a new looking watch (which he decided 

was his) and one that looked its age (which 

would be mine) With no hesitation I said I 

would take the old one.  

Now, the cost was $350 and in a single income 

family with two active kids that was a fist full of 

money. And I already had one Rolex!  Was I 

going to wear one on each arm? 

I made arrangements to buy it on payments.  

$25/month wouldn't by missed.  After the 

allotted time when it was paid off, I now had 

the problem in trying to get it in the house!  

Again, another birthday was coming up, so a 

plan was hatched.  
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My brother phoned my son and said he had the 

perfect present for me, and it would only cost 

$10.  My wife drove my son to my brother’s 

store and let my 7-year-old son run into the 

store by himself.  A few minutes later, out he 

came with a wrapped present which he gave to 

me, and it was my beloved Rolex Submariner 

which I wore everywhere. Dipping into the lake 

to land fish, into the engine compartment to do 

minor repairs, everywhere. 

Are you wondering how Clint Eastwood works 

his way into the story?  You're going to have to 

read some more. 

After 7 or 8 years a pivot point on the bracelet 

broke. The only dealer of Rolex in Hamilton at 

the time was Ashley Jewelers.  They took the 

watch and sent it off to Rolex to get an 

estimate to repair the bracelet.   

 

 

The price came back and was $900 !!!!!  I only 

paid $350 for the whole watch.  That was a 

way over what I could afford.  So, on a 

Saturday, I went to pick up my broken watch.  

There had to be someway else I could get it 

repaired. 

The internet was still fairly new to commerce at 

this time, so I looked for someone that might 

have a cheaper way to repair my bracelet.  I 

found the Vintage Rolex Forum, joined, and 

asked for alternatives that might be available.  

A few members responded. 

Sunday morning, I woke to have someone in 

Australia ask for some pictures.  I didn't have a 

digital camera (again new technology) so I 

went to my sisters and took a few pictures, 

came home and posted them.  Within about 15 

minutes I received an offer to buy the watch.  

By the middle of the afternoon one member 

posted that I could trade the watch for a brand-

new car. 

At around supper time, a member commonly 

referred to as Mr. Rolex because of his 

knowledge and connections posted that now 

that I’d "started at the top, what's next".  What I 

had purchased was a version of the 

Submariner family that only had a small 

production number, was a "big crown", and 

was worn by James Bond in the first couple 

movies.  A highly sought-after watch. 

Now I was afraid to wear the watch!  It's worth 

too much.  I made the decision to sell it.  

About 12 people respond to my initial post on 

the forum with offers to buy it.  I sent e-mails to 

each telling that I would sell it to the highest 

offer.  The highest was $45000 U.S.  
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I made arrangements to meet up and sell the 

watch, but a number of meetings fell through, 

and I told the buyer politely to take a hike. 

The next highest offer was from a dealer in 

South Miami.  He purchased an air flight to 

Miami for me and put me up in a hotel.  

We met.  He liked the watch, but his partner 

from across the room without examining the 

watch would only OK a lowball offer.  I refused 

and flew home the next day with the watch. 

Now we're getting close to the Clint Eastwood 

connection. 

I decided to put the watch away into a drawer 

for a while.  There was too much stress in 

trying to sell it.  I felt everyone was trying to 

take advantage of me.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About a week later a member sent me an e-

mail, in a very low-keyed way, saying if I ever 

wanted to sell the watch let him know.  I 

contacted him and we worked out a deal.  

$30000 U.S. and a vintage 5513 Rolex 

Submariner for the watch. 

I drove to the Buffalo Airport and met up with 

him.  Money and watches were exchange and I 

came home.  I used the money to help pay off 

the mortgage and still wear the 5513 often.  A 

couple of weeks later I was talking to the 

purchaser about the watch and he told me he 

didn't have it anymore. 

When he got home to Atlanta, Georgia he 

shipped the watch off to Carmel, California to a 

dealer there who had a buyer for the watch.  

The buyer happened to be the mayor in 

Carmel at the time.  Mr. Clint Eastwood.  So, I 

hope Mr. Eastwood has as much joy in owning 

my watch as I did. 
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Bob and Buddy and Me 

(A coronavirus Isolation Tale) 

Roy Budd 

Everybody in Chapter 33 knows Bob Pritzker. 

He is a frequent, well researched, diligent and 

dedicated speaker and longtime member of the 

NAWCC and Chapter 33. 

I have been fast friends with his brother-in-law, 

Warren, (that’s Carrie’s younger brother) since 

high school. I used to work on Bob’s farm 

cutting hay when I was a teenager. I obviously 

wasn’t that memorable, because he doesn’t 

remember me from those days.  

My friend John says that if you have more than 

3 of anything you are a collector, so with some 

40 clocks, I guess I qualify as a new card-

carrying member of Chapter 33 of the NAWCC. 

So, one day Warren asks me if I would help 

him move some furniture at Bob and Carrie’s 

house. Now at this point I have a bunch of sick 

clocks and I know that Bob is a clock guy and 

I’m thinking to myself…maybe I can wangle 

this into a free fix of a clock. In private 

conversations before the furniture move, 

Warren says Bob would probably be happy to 

look at a clock with me… just so long as it’s not 

a cuckoo clock. Warren knows Bob does not 

like working on cuckoos…too finicky. Stay with 

me…we will get to Buddy soon; but first we are 

back to my friend John. He wants some help 

cutting down a few trees on his property and in 

compensation, he gives me a box containing… 

three cuckoo clocks in various states of 

disrepair. 

 

Now…finally… we get to Buddy. The first 

cuckoo that we worked on is a Swiss Chalet 

sort of a thing with a standard cuckoo and a 

chimney sweep who pops out along with the 

cuckoo.  During our repairs, we named the 

sweep Buddy.  

Now in addition to all his clock repair tools and 

machinery, Bob has an extensive woodworking 

shop next to his “clock shop”. This came in 

mighty handy, because in addition to all the 

mechanical clock repairs, including new chain, 

bellows, gears and gizmos (you getting to 

sense that I’m a novice in the repair 

department?)  that we ordered from Merritt’s to 

refurbish the clock… Buddy had no chimney to 

pop out from. Bob fabricated and modified 

several before getting Buddy the perfect fit. 

After a few months and some fancy painting on 

my part…Buddy was able to come home to 

roost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddy in Bob's workshop 
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More Merritt’s parts purchases, many days of 

repairs and as many lunches …and three other 

cuckoos were back in action. Since then Bob 

and I have refurbished several mantel clocks, 

an Ansonia Square Boss, a Seth Thomas 

school wall clock and a Westclox Big Ben 

Alarm to name but a few. 

After a few months, Buddy was having trouble 

slipping up and down his newly fabricated 

chimney. I reckon he may have put on some 

weight over the winter. So early in the spring of 

2020 I boxed up Buddy and took him (along 

with a complicated chiming mantel clock for 

fixing later) back to Bob’s clock shop.  

Along came the Covid19 pandemic. Bob tells 

me with a few minor adjustments, Buddy is 

back in action. But sadly, like the rest of us 

Buddy is in isolation…has been since mid-

March. I miss Buddy.  I miss Bob and our 

lunches on clock repair days and the post 

repair updates with Carrie after the days toiling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Project 

Buddy up and running again 
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A New Project 

Don Ginsler 

I am a dedicated watch guy and I have been 

buying off eBay since 1998. Over the years I 

have bought loads of watches to restore and 

resell. 

I stopped back in 2009 when my watchmaker 

passed away and Dietmar retired.  Without 

them, it didn’t pay to buy watches anymore and 

started selling off the leftover watches and 

movements I had. 

I mainly bought Omega and Longines and I still 

have 4 cases of Omega parts and some 

movements. 

Currently I am waiting for this slim Omega 

pocket watch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I bought it off eBay from the Philippines.  I was 

happy to be the only bidder.   

I believe it is from about 1938.  The model is a 

CK1055.  Sort of a Patek Calatrava case 

design.  Very slim.  They did quite a number of 

dial styles for this model and other, similar, CK 

models in the same case size and thinness 

Hopefully it’s just a cleaning and nothing 

broken. The dial needs to be redone and I plan 

on moving some highly polished parts from a 

17-jewel movement onto the 15-jewel one. I’m 

using the polished parts from the same 

movement in a 17-jewel configuration as many 

of the steel parts are highly polished (crown 

wheel, ratchet wheel, click, regulator and 

pallet) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Being from the 1930s.  The crown is going to 

be the hard part.  I did email Omega, but they 

were unable or unwilling to help. The bow 

design only used the ball.  I guess I could use 

just a standard ball type but would like one 

original to the design so if any of you have one 

please let me know. 

Since I haven’t bought any watches in 11 

years.  I wanted a somewhat inexpensive 

project to play with and I am looking forward to 

getting along with this one. 

 

Omega CK1055 

Omega CK1055 Movement Ball Crown 
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Classifieds 

For Sale:  Dutch Clock Parts. Stoel and 
Staarklok parts available.   
Contact Jerrit Vanderzwan  1 844 252 0177. 
 
Buying:  Watches and Clock Collections. 
Large electric master clocks and parts wanted.  
Watchmakers tools.  
Contact: Harold Steurer  905 450 6211  
haroldsteurer@rogers.com 

 
 

Member Services 
We are often approached by folks looking for 

someone who can help them fix a watch or a 

clock they have.  At Chapter 33, we have a lot 

of talented folks who may be able to help you 

out.  Do you provide a service?  Buy or Sell?  

Drop us a note at 

Chapter33toronto@gmail.com and tell us about 

it.  We’ll feature your ad in the Newsletter as 

well as our club Internet site:  

www.TorontoChapter33.ca  

Service Your Watch or Clock 

 
John Rocha - Cambridge ON   

joaorocha73@yahoo.com  

519-620-3723 

 

Rob Poolman – Hamilton/Grimsby 

robsantiqueclocks@bell.net  905-407-0360 

 

Halmo Jewelers 

Mark & Cheryl Halmo – 

Watchmakers/Gemologists 

140 Queensway E. Simcoe ON N3Y 4Y7 

PH: 519-426-3948   FAX: 519-426-2582 

Mechanical and quartz watch repair with many 

vintage parts in stock. Clock parts including 

Hermle and some cuckoo clock parts. 

www.halmojewellers.com 

 

WANTED: Pequegnat clocks , both large and 

small Beaver,  Regina, #1 Regulator, Moncton 

and Toronto. Also large American weight 

driven regulators and an Eureka clock. 

Contact: John Burke at 416 319 9974 or email 

john.burke@rogers.com 

 
Something to add? Contact us at: 
Chapter33toronto@gmail.com 
 
 

Glass Tablet Restoration/Reproduction 
Dennis Burgin - Oakville ON 

dennis.burgin@sympatico.ca 

 

Glass Cutting/Bevelled Glass 
Ben Orszulak - Grimsby ON 

ben.orszulak@gmail.com 

 

Roman Dial Restoration/Repainting 
 Dennis Burgin - Oakville ON  

dennis.burgin@sympatico.ca 

 

Gear Cutting and Precision Machining 
Ben Orszulak - Grimsby ON 

ben.orszulak@gmail.com 

 

Clock repair instuction 
Ron Metcalfe - Brampton ON 

rmetcalfe1048@rogers.com  

 905-793-1048 
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